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reinforcements from the Army of the North, which, thanks to
the successful operations of Popham and his Spanish allies,
failed to materialise, Wellington looking vainly for the arrival of
the Galicians on the French right and rear, and disturbed to
hear that the Sicilian expedition was also Changing fire. At
length Marmont assumed the offensive ^in his turn, and
manceuvring always to turn his enemy's right, forced him to
fall back rapidly to the 'Tormes at Salamanca. Here, on
July 22, while striving to extend his left and intensify his
menace to the British line of retreat on Ciudad Rodrigo, he
spread his army out on so wide a front as to expose it to a
counterstroke by Wellington; the battle, which only com-
menced at 4 p.m., ended by nightfall in the utter defeat of the
French. Clausel, who succeeded the wounded Marshal in.
command of the beaten remnants, fell back at his utmost speed
to the Douro, being unable even to effect a junction with the
reinforcements brought up, just too late, from Madrid by
Joseph in person. Wellington, following up his victory with
less energy than might have been expected, on hearing that
his beaten foes were in safety behind the Douro, turned his
main body in the direction of the capital, which Joseph, retiring
hurriedly before him, was compelled 'to evacuate without
fighting. On August H2 the British effected their triumphal
entry amid immense popular enthusiasm.
The consequences of this success were felt from end to end
of the Peninsula.   Soult saw himself at last compelled, with
death in his heart, to raise the siege of Cadiz and abandon his
cherished possession of Andalusia ; this he safely effected, and
by September had united in Valencia with Suchet, who had
also been rallied by Joseph and his army.   Here, then, was
assembled a very strong force which it was determined to use
for a counterstroke against Wellington.   Suchet, alarmed by
the presence in his front not only of strong Spanish forces but
of the 8000 British from Sicily who had at last effected their
landing at Alicante, was unable to spare any troops from his
own army, but a force of 60,000 men was finally set in motion
in the direction of Madrid.   This was now guarded only by
Hill with some 30,000 men, for Wellington with the other half
of his army had moved north against Clausel, and having forced
him back from the line of Douro to beyond Burgos, was
engaged in the siege of that petty fortress with hopelessly
inadequate means.   Its resistance was most gallant, and after
five assaults had been repulsed the British commander, finding
that Clausel had been reinforced by part of the Army ,of the
North and was advancing against him with 50,000 men against
his own 35,000, saw himself compelled to raise the blockade

